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Steven Le Vine profile
My entrepreneurship passion began early years while in high school where I had a dream of working in Hollywood with big names. I decided to chase my dream years later by joining a communications college, where I could be exposed to publicity and other related courses. Everyone knows me as Steven Lavine, and I am a 30-year-old founder and CEO of the Grapevine Pr based in Hollywood California. I graduated from William Paterson University with a degree of communications. Immediately after my graduation, I worked as an intern for a woman named Sylvia Allen who practically exposed me to publicity (Think Entrepreneurship, 10). Later on, I was later introduced to a jazz musician who needed publicity for his album. The opportunity gave me the opportunity to start up my own company since I wanted to cater for the diverse clients. I formed the company in 2006 and named it GrapeVine Promotions, which began by printing stationeries, logos and business cards. In the evening, I served my jazz musician client by escorting him to red carpet events.
In 2007, I worked for a New Jersey publicity firm but I was not satisfied with the job since my passion was running my own company. In the same year, I quit the job and went ahead to rename my company Grapevine Pr with an aim of advancing it (Think Entrepreneurship, 66). This was a turning point because immediately I rebranded the company; I began sending information to clients that wanted my services. At 24, I had become a full time entrepreneur and the passion for the job kept me moving. 5 years down the line has seen Grapevine acquiring over 100 clients who comprise of filmmakers, charitable organizations, musicians and swimwear bands.
The story of how I raised capita is hilarious and unbelievable because I am amazed how 500 dollars financed the startup of the company. Ideally, I had 3000 dollars that my grandmother gave me as a present during my college graduation (Think Entrepreneurship, 45). I had kept the money in the bank and when the right time to start up the business began, I withdrew only 500 dollars and kept the rest. I was favored by the fact that a PR business lacks overhead expenses like other industries that require large space or premises, machineries ad many employees.
It has been 10 years since grapevine Pr was incepted and what drives it is nothing but passion. The passion I have had since high school to represent Hollywood celebrities motivated me, and is still the driving force behind the company’s success. I would have not wished for anything better than the exposure and experiences that my Pr Company grants me. The sense that I grant diverse personnel, brands and organizations the best publicity they can acquire is an amazing fulfillment.
Challenges, setbacks disappointments and failures are part of challenges I have encountered. Like any other entrepreneur, I subsequently face tough challenges as a young entrepreneur maneuvering in a business world dominated by older generations (Think Entrepreneurship, 21). Age is a major setback in the business because most of my friends and business people who I look forward to engage with do not take me seriously. Most of these people do not believe in the capabilities of a young person despite that I mostly display my accomplishments as means if proof. In most cases, I am denied business opportunities due to my age since most people have the perception that age aligns with commitment to the job. Another major challenge that I face is adhering to the recommended discipline since a young entrepreneur has to have choices and distinguish which of the choices to sacrifice (Think Entrepreneurship, 1). For instance, a young entrepreneur must sacrifice his social life and work to the bone and that is what I go through.
The answer on where I want to see the business in the next 5 years is extremely interesting because unlike other entrepreneurs who dream of expansion, I aim at making Grapevine an agency and not a large firm. With such a set objective, I believe that I will be in a position to represent more creative brands and top-notch personnel. I look forward to upgrading Grapevine as an international agency that can represent both local and global clients.
	Prior to being an entrepreneur, I am also a passionate motivator who loves motivating young business-minded people through all possible mediums that can reach them effectively. I motivate the young people through different social media platforms but I feel that the impact is not sufficient. Therefore, I am presently writing a book that discusses various insights about young entrepreneurship, appropriate business opportunities and risks that they should take and other vital information regarding entrepreneurship. The book targets college graduates and it encourages then to chase their passion by starting up businesses or doing what they love the most (Think Entrepreneurship, 1). I emphasize on passion because it is the major driving force towards dream fulfillment.
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